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27 ed seriA soneuB ed otsuacoloH led oesuM led n3Aicisopxe al ed some shocking news: all but 10 of them have been declared fakes by an international group of European experts. The revelation underscored a surprising fact about Nazi paraphernalia. Like in the market for more traditional art and collectibles, there is so much demand for this stuff
that inauthentic objects and forgeries are a large part of the trade. ¢AAAA lot of fake material, ersatz garbage, is coming in from Bulgaria, Poland, the Ukraine, even Pakistan,¢AAA said Bill Panagopulos, owner of Alexander Historical Auctions in Chesapeake City, Maryland, which sells Nazi artifacts among other items. ¢AAASome of it is faked so well
that it is difficult to tell.¢cAAA There¢AAAs an incentive to copy this material, obviously. Prices are on the rise. The most sought-after German World War II items that Panagopulos sells are soldiers¢AAA medals (ranging from $30 to $200,000), helmets ($300 to $15,000) and daggers ($300 to $300,000), with the wide price differences based on
condition and the importance of the individual who originally owned the item. For instance, the Knight¢AAAs Cross was the highest award in the military, and the highest prices are for those that are accompanied by a document that validates the medal and identifies which important soldier it was given to.A A Rooting Out Fakes Sometimes,

Panagopulos is able to tell an item is a fake at a glance. ¢AAAHere¢AAAs a desk statue of a hippopotamus behind a fence, surrounded by swastikas,¢AAA he said, looking through a file of images on computer. ¢AAAWhat the hell is a hippo doing on a Nazi piece? It¢AAAs so cheesy, there¢AAAs no sense to it. Here¢AAAs another: a harmonica set in a
case with a smiling Hitler Youth image on it. It¢AAAs so contrived and ridiculous that it couldn¢AAAt be authentic.¢AAA There are others that he identified as clear fakes. (AAAHere¢AAAs a Nazi cat sitting atop a swastika. There is no symbol of a cat in Nazism; it has no business being there,¢AAA he points out. > I don't know > ' I'm gonna go J2J I
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then, these things are kept out of sight, as even a collector¢AAAs family members generally don¢AAAt want to see them. Mike Morris, as noted, is selling off his collection bit by bit. {AAAI¢AAAve been married five times, and my wives have learned not to say anything about it,¢AAA he admitted. Who Wants Them? Who actually buys these collectibles
from the 20th century¢AAAs darkest moment? Nazi artifact dealer Andreas Gronemann noted that ¢AAAall my clients are educated people, university professors, medical doctors, as well as museums such as the US Holocaust Museum, and many try to preserve this kind of material for future generations and to learn from it.¢AAA The market for Nazi
paraphernalia is not new and ¢AAAdates back to the war itself, when allied soldiers looted memorabilia from the Berlin bunker and many other sites at the war¢AAAs end,¢AAA said Gavriel Rosenfeld, professor of history at Fairfield University in Connecticut. ¢AAAThese artifacts had a market value already in the late 1950s.¢AAA Rosenfeld said that

the buyers of these objects don¢AAAt always fit one¢AAAs assumptions. ¢AAAThe stereotypical collector of Nazi artifacts is either a wealthy Texas oil baron with military veterans in the family tree, or neo-Nazi lunatics creating basement shrines to their historical idols,¢AAA he noted. Still, he doubts that there are many in the latter category. The
Munich-based auction house ¢AAAHermann Historica ¢AAA International Auctions¢AAA where Nazi devotional objects are auctioned off. (Photo by Matthias Balk/picture alliance via Getty Images) In recent years, far-right groups and neo-Nazi political parties have gained far greater prominence in Europe and the United States. Concern that this
memorabilia would fall into the wrong hands¢AAAtheir hands¢AAAsparked protests against the German auction house Hermann Historica last week ahead of its sale of Nazi artifacts, including Adolf Hitler¢AAAs .drawrof .drawroof noitasassrevnoc eht EHT EVRD taht sekat sekatrc evisicni dna ,sweivretni gninepo-eye ,swine gnikaerb eht teg
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